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Meeting Date: July 17, 2024 

Prepared By:  Arnie Marsman, Director Building Services / Chief Building Official 

Submitted by:  Arnie Marsman, Director Building Services / Chief Building Official 

Report No:  BLD-06-2024  

Subject: Ontario Building Code Update 

Recommendation:  

THAT Report BLD-06-2024, re: Ontario Building Code Update be received be received 

for information. 

Purpose: 

To advise Council of intended changes to the Ontario Building Code coming into effect 

January 1, 2025. 

Background: 

A new edition of the Ontario Building Code (OBC) will come into effect January 1, 
2025.  The Province has produced summary sheets of code changes which are 
provided in this report below. 
 
Harmonization between the OBC and the National Building Code including these 
amendments will bring Ontario 77% towards full harmonization. 
 
Most significant changes noted thus far include: 
 

 The installation of farm buildings into the OBC as a new classification of 
occupancy including design standards.  We expect this will eliminate the 
requirement to cross reference with the National Farm Code, 

 The requirement for installation of a roughed in radon gas mitigation system.  
Middlesex County has not been identified as a region where radon gas is 
considered a concern, so this will be a new requirement in this region. 

 Accessibility standards yet to be introduced. 

 The new code will include a transition period for existing permits and applications 
in design or under review. 
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Analysis: 

Staff has shared the following slides with the local building community and has 

committed to sharing training details as they are released by the Ministry of Municipal 

affairs and Housing. 
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Financial Implications: 

None 

Strategic Plan: 

This matter aligns with following strategic priorities: 

 Responsive Municipal Government 

Objective 5.3 – Foster a culture of innovation, continuous improvement, and cost-

effective service delivery 

o By sharing information and gathering input, continuing our timely and 

effective communication to the public. 

           Objective 5.4 – Expand our Partnerships 

o By working with the development community in sharing information and 

training opportunities. 

 

Attachments: 

N/A 


